
EXPOSURE



Exposure

• Exposure is the amount of light collected by the sensor in your 
camera during a single picture.





The Exposure Triangle

• The exposure triangle is a 
common way of associating the 
three variables that determine 
the exposure of a photograph.



• The three elements are:

• Aperture – the size of the opening in the lens when a picture is taken, 
measured in f-stops (f2, f3.8, f22, etc.)

• Shutter Speed – the amount of time that the shutter is open, 
measured in fraction of a second (1/4, 1/8, 1/200, etc.)

• ISO – the measure of a digital camera sensor’s sensitivity to light, 
measured in numbers (100, 200, 400, etc.) 

http://digital-photography-school.com/blog/aperture/
http://digital-photography-school.com/blog/shutter-speed/
http://digital-photography-school.com/blog/iso-settings/


Shutter Speed



Shutter speed is the amount of time that the shutter is open, exposing the sensor to light. 

Shutter speed is 
measured in seconds -
or in most cases 
fractions of seconds. The 
bigger the denominator 
the faster the speed (ie
1/1000 is much faster 
than 1/30).





In most cases you’ll probably 
be using shutter speeds of 
1/60th of a second or faster. 
This is because anything slower 
than this is very difficult to use 
without getting camera shake. 

Camera shake is when your 
camera is moving while the 
shutter is open and results in 
blur in your photos



If you’re using a slow shutter 
speed (anything slower than 1/60) 
you will need to either use a tripod
or some type of image stabilization 
(more and more cameras are 
coming with this built in).





Mode S (Shutter Priority)


