
SYMMETRY



What is symmetry?

SYMMETRY refers to a line that splits an object in 

half and, if both sides of the object are an exact 

mirror image of each other, then this object is said 

to be symmetrical.

Depending on how you are holding the camera 

and how much of a scene you choose to show, 

you can strengthen or weaken the symmetric 

properties of an object or scene.

Symmetry lets you automatically create harmony 

and a sense of aesthetically pleasing balance 

and proportion in a photograph.



Vertical Line of Symmetry: If an object’s line of 

symmetry is perpendicular to the horizon line, it has 

a vertical line of symmetry.



Horizontal Line of Symmetry: If an object’s line of 

symmetry is parallel to the horizon line, it has a 

horizontal line of symmetry.



Vertical and Horizontal Lines of Symmetry: can 

replicate the image both horizontally and 

vertically.



Where is the dividing line, or “axis,” in 

these examples?  



https://farm1.staticflickr.com/19
/100298354_fad80c1201_o.jpg

https://farm1.staticflickr.com/19/100298354_fad80c1201_o.jpg




http://s0.geograph.org.uk/ge
ophotos/03/99/86/3998657_2
1d880e0.jpg

http://s0.geograph.org.uk/geophotos/03/99/86/3998657_21d880e0.jpg




http://upload.wikimedia.org/wiki
pedia/commons/0/0e/Symmetry
_of_the_Taj_Mahal,_Agra.jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/Symmetry_of_the_Taj_Mahal,_Agra.jpg






http://s0.geograph.org.uk/geophotos
/01/67/65/1676534_701dac3b.jpg

http://s0.geograph.org.uk/geophotos/01/67/65/1676534_701dac3b.jpg




http://www.google.ca/search?safe=active&
hl=en&biw=1440&bih=751&site=imghp&tbs=s
ur%3Afmc&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=symmetry&oq
=symmetry&gs_l=img.3..0l10.14053.14053.0.14
378.1.1.0.0.0.0.169.169.0j1.1.0.msedr...0...1c.1.6
4.img..0.1.167.IiRurIxWpMI&safe=active#imgr
c=obZVKmOI3ZZLgM%253A%3BfTYLqa5gaeO
wHM%3Bhttps%253A%252F%252Ffarm7.staticfl
ickr.com%252F6166%252F6186204753_810e21
1981_o_d.jpg%3Bhttps%253A%252F%252Fww
w.flickr.com%252Fphotos%252Fidreamballs%2
52F6186204753%3B3648%3B2736





https://farm4.stati
cflickr.com/3273/
2798047469_a826
85e1c8_o.jpg

https://farm4.staticflickr.com/3273/2798047469_a82685e1c8_o.jpg




https://c1.st
aticflickr.co
m/5/4051/4
420870927_
1594a29de2
_b.jpg

https://c1.staticflickr.com/5/4051/4420870927_1594a29de2_b.jpg




Take a look at these photos for more great examples of symmetry:

http://www.peachpit.com/articles/article.aspx?p=1845761

http://www.freedigitalphotographytutorials.com/photography-

composition/symmetry-in-photography-composition/

http://www.peachpit.com/articles/article.aspx?p=1845761
http://www.freedigitalphotographytutorials.com/photography-composition/symmetry-in-photography-composition/

